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K 1x-5k60 Coin Pit in SW corner of Peristyle, middle and edge.

One complete and identifiable coin, one colny with traces of
the same dies, 2 fragmentary colns of the same dies; and 38 slugs or
planchets of very irregular shape and thicknessj; all of bronse.
Thickness ranges from .001 to .008, A number of planchets are
plerced with oblong, crescent=shaped or round holes; some have
oblong or cirecular goupes, not plercing the planchet. The holes
and gouges range from ,00} to .008 in diameter or length. The
surfaces of most specimens are striated, some are smooth or strie
ated on one side, irregular and "unfinished" on the other.

The eoins are Athens, 2nd e, A.D,
Obve Bust of Athena, r., wearing crested Corinthian helmet and

segis,
Rev. Bueranium bound with fYYY#¥ wreath. Around: AGHN AI SN

References: BM, Attica, p.lll, nos. §10«812,
Svoronos, Monnales d'Athenes, pl. 99, nos, 19=21
Sylloge, Denish Nat, Museum, Attica f

Noe .

1944), pl. 10,

J.P., Shear, Hesperia V (1936), pl. V (rearrangement
of Svoronos' bucranium types).
bronze

Head says the semi-autonomous 1mperial{colnnge of Athens 1s
to be dated in the period of Hadrian and the Antonines, probably
came to an end not later than reign of Caracalla (211-217), "if
indeed 1t lasted that long". The Danish Sﬁlloge dates this type
to 2nd ¢, A.D. Josephine Shear implies e same.,

l, Oblong hole

‘2., Complete coin of type described above

&. 1/2 planchet

+ Deep oblong gouge. Planchet is ,004 thick

5. Oblong hole at edge

6=8, Planchets

9. Round hole

10, 1/3 fragment, with part of bueranium

11. Round hole

12, Planchet

13. Round hole

1. Planchet

+15, Traces of Athena helmetj traces of buecranium and border of dots

16«21, Planchets
Circular gouge at edge. 008 thlek(planchet)
Irregular gouge
Oblong hole at edge
Planchet
Oblong hole
Smooth on one side, other irregular sruface
Oblong hole
Crescent=shaped hole
Planchet
Oblong hole
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32-35, Planchets

36. Oblong hole

3%. Oblong hole and eircular gouge

38, 2/3 fragment; good example of striations

39-40. Planchets

41, Bent lump, irregular shape

/2. Broken in 2 pleces; smaller fragment probably has traces of
bucranium and medial N of A GINAT W

K 1960.17.jpg



Additbonal note (JHK 1973)

The four Athenian imperial coins (K=1641-16L4l) belong $o
the Athenian Imperial Group III, a series that can be very
closely dated to the middle of the 3rd century AD, just before the
Herulian invasion (Kroll, "The Eleusis Hoard of Athenian Imperial
Coins and 8SomeDeposits from the Aghanian Agora," Hesperia, hopefully
forthcoming.) From size, fabriec, and the fact that they mmx have
been sawed from a bar, it is clear that all 38 flans were cut for
the minting of this same colnage,

Both the coins and the flans are imperfect, many of the latter

having irregular thieknesses or holes in them, while each of the

is
four coins gxs either broken or very badly struck. Obviously, the

"hoard" in the pit represents e lot of re jected coins and flans,
which were presumably put away to be melted down later, perhaps
on the eve of the Herulian attack.

It will be very interesting to know if other evidence
can be adduced for placing the Athenian mint ca. 350 in the
"Heliala," Use of the building as a mint need not have gone
back much before @50 since there 1s a gap of one or two
generations before the Group III coinage during which Athens
did not coin (Kroll, op. cite)e
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