EXCAVATION SUMMARY

Section Ba: 1971

This seascn's work was confined to the eastern half of Section
western limits set at the foundations of the west peristylae of the Basilica.
the east, work wes extended to grid avea R2 in a2 3mall extension exe: ataed e nd
the eastern limits of Roman House © g b W, IV). It should be noted that, in this

o o

eastern ares, we wera troubled by a trench dug i March~May 1890 by 5. Koumsnoudes (ef

A z ‘ ; h G G
dedgLov 1850, pp. & e sawimum Liuits of this earlier excavation were the

Rallroad #all to the » Bnd Hadeian Street to the nopth: /19 R/Z, west to cast.
Throughout ozt of th ea thus defined, Koumancudes had dus bedrock and vemoved

EUs L

@ost walls and floorz in his way This will be re nared wien we discuss Foman House

€ and the

inot!
in the earl
series of
Bagilica floor rhe resulrving

rily less than corplat ut

relatively sacure restovation

Finally cgnizance should be made of the fact thet, 2T ock conetantly

114
~hA

For
example, the lates
about 0.7 meters lower than the
after Christ Basilica.

example, the latest floor of

wLarge stratchss ol tuls road were uncoverec Last year (B4 1570
and we aexcavated three small additional areas of this saps road in

11: pp. 1347-1348; Area P/18,19-6/15: pp. 1713-1717 Area P/13,16-6/12
1641, lesi -1658).,

BA 1971.01.jpg



Of these three areas, that just outside Room 9 of Greek House o (Area P/13,16-
6/13,15) proved to be the most informative. Here was found layered roac retal running

at least into the Fipst Century after Christ (Strosis ©, I'ot Lot 20¥; one higher strosis

existed but did net yvield distinective pottary), This corrasponds wall with

chronolepy discoverad last year for the closing his road by the construction of the
Basilica. The road layers ran back in time with a zap between the Helleniastic and

t

-

the Clasgieal {compare stroses, 8,%,10 - Pot Lots 263, 266, 2867 - with strosis 11 and
layers 1la and 1lb : Lots 288-270) Althoush the pottary from the Hellenistic
roade wag too no

assumption that this

regult of & gradir

&f the

found the

terraceti

(Pot Lot

in use In early Pomam Timed The ence of the rosd makes certain, howeve

the castern limd

C, The Alley betwean the La

Foiy

This navrow passageway east of the Basiliica was eated wher & Lasilicea was
constructed, and went out of use when the Basilica w destreyed (Pot Lots 285-300).
Emptying out into a small plateia ¢ he south, we do mot kanow it sruwination to the

north.
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The HWatervorks

A. The Street
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{84 137C, pp. 9-10) Thi flowad into the Built Drain from east and

was constructed of td tiles In 197 have
‘the
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cover slabs over the top. The ceranmice in
are cleaprly PN oUL L& AMOT LOTS £L0H
is sossinle t scens likely,
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Built Irais
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constructs
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Century

0: the L. ‘.ul,:' i
P o ] 4 i 8
90" turm to the ea:

south. Further - he south t irain is cut off by the Rallro: ' juet north of

nth, century
158, ©12-6 4 370, IL 1532,
28747, 18 du throughout the 1 th of the drain

in Section BA, and followed out of the section beneath Hadrian Street to the Horth. This
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work was pursued for 11 meters until, at 0/4~5/14, a disturbance was reached in the
form of & Turkish pithos (Depoait § 5:1). This was dug, upside down, but it did not
seem safe to continue beyond this polnt. There were some indications, howaver, that

the drain wight be turning te the west at this polnt (p. 1675).

Although no ceramic evidence was recoverad for the construction date of the Zig-
Zag Drain, it is a reascnable assumption that it ia closely contemporary with the
aonstruction of the Basilica. This assumption is partially cenfirmed by the bricks
which pave the drain north of the sig-zag. Thece bricks are very characteristic, being
flat and curved on the narrow sides for the conctruction of a vault. How another of
these (A 4245) waz discovered In the backfill between a covar slab of the drain and the
foundations of the east wall of the Basilica at (/1-6/5. Yet another (P 29055)was
found in Greek House & in a cistern which was filled at the time of the construction
of the Essilica. Civen the direction of the Zig-Zap Drain and its date vis-a-vis the

directicn and clesing date (BA 1370, p. 10) of the Built Prain further west, it is

logical that ths former is the successor of the latter; That is, the Zip-Zag Drain

was built to carvy dralnage from the same source cast of the Steoa of Attalos as had

the Built Urain bafore the congtruction of the Basilica put it out of use.
}..

The Zig-Zag Drain continued in use after the Herulil as is shown by the lateness
of 'thepottary in the closing siit (see above) and by a repair at {/2-6/12 where two
fragmentary geison blocks were reused as cover slabs. One of these (A 4285) matches
a block found last year (A 38206), while the second (4 4284) is from the Fowan Circular
Building (cf. & 638). The final closing of the Zig-Zeg lrain is probably to be

associated with the Slavic invesion in the late Sixth Century after Christ.

I1I. Greek House & (Fig. 1)

A. Arghitecture

As excavated in 1271, this structure lies alwmost completaly beneath the
Basilica and is known through a series of relatively zmall trenches which have
revealed the peneral outlinas of the bullding. This iz & structure with = double
row of small rooms, or shops, facing southwards onto the Fast-Wast road discussdd
above, The @astern and southern limits of Greek House § are clear, while the norithern
lies ocutside the section to the north. The western limits are ao lenger extant, having

been dastroyed by the foundations of the west peristyle of the Basilica, but they can
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be estimated within a two meter range which gives an overall east-west dimension
for Creek liouse & of 23 to 29 weters. If the room at the southwest coyner of the
building has, like its nelghbors, a width of 3.30 to 3.40 meters, then the ecast-

west dimension of COreek hHouse & will have been ca. 23.40 metsrs.

Of the reoms which face cut onto the street, only one (Room &) has its full
dimensions still extsnt. These ax ca. 3,40 x 2.40 meters.
; out onto the road, and
another in its porthwest corner providing intercommunication with Reom 3. The
remaining traces of walls frow other rooms justify the restoration of four cuch rooms
2 ,

along the south side of Greek House § with a series of four morve rooms behind these

to the north.

The southeast area of Greek House o is slightly different, however. NHere there

was, in the classical psriod, one large room ca, 7.30 z 7.70 meters with no trace: of

any subdivision. This room was, then, the space of Four normal rooms, with southern

frontage of two normal rooms.

The area nort!: of the double row of rooms is mot kpown except in the extreme
eastern arca where 2 cistern was found at P/17-6/5 (p. 1749). This may be taken as indi--
cative of domestic activities in the norther part of Gruek liouse &, although the

syggestion iz obviously tenuous.

The functiou of the exposed areas of this building should have been commer'edal,

and evidence of light industry from different levels was discovered in different rooms:
Room 3 - Layers 5 and 6 (Second Cantury I.C., Pot Lots 148, 1u8)

layers of marble dust and small ghip: and a crudaly made r unfinished)
statuette base (ST 785
Foom & - Layer 6c (firet half of the First Century A.DL.
small pit filled with marble chips and pundce.
Roow 5 - Layers 0 and 6a (wid-Firat Century a.D., Pot Lots 166,
Layer and pit with warble chips, pumice, uncatalogued marble
statuette arm and clay metal mould.
Layer 8 (Sullan destruction; Pot Lot 170) Lavge quantities of
miltos and ochre (ef. pp. 1308, 1310).
Room 7 - Layer 3 (Sullan destruction; Pot Lot 21%) miltos
Layer & (first half of the Third Century B.C.; Pot Lot 219)
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Marble dust and chips.

Room 9 - Layer 2 (Sullan destruction; Pot Lot 237) Large quantities

of Hiltos.

in Roow 9 are two basins of
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from the footing trench was non-descript
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To
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the Eighth (Pot Lot 283).

Century B.C.

same pericd can be assigned the construction of this wall.

» & relatively long periocd since a

pottery (Fot Lot 282) gathered against 1t,

the Centup

arter of Sixth y covered the

of the
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this area. There is enoug howaver,

quarter of the Siwth Century and to conclude

s

in the Archaic

southern wall of the bullding which is constructed

i
-

waters high) laid im a good ashlar style over

the orthostates no where have a higher original course above, and

mud brick. The attribution of this wall

& both inside 2nd outside the wall near its
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eastern end., Cutside the wall both the foundation trench (Pot Lot 277) and the
layer directly above the trench (Pot Lot 276) coatalned pottery of the last guarter
of the Sixth Centurvy E.C. Inside the wal Room ¥, the late Rowan "Oreen Line
Wall sepavated the stratified fill from the street wall of Cresk House &.
wera clear flsor levels with pottary of the second half of the

3 s B by " " . 82 o - . ’
<32) which wmay Le used as confirpatory evidence

AL

The second araa where stratified fi indic » the assignment of an element
to the Archaic Creek House & iz in Room 7 where three layers of the late Archaic
period (Fot Lots 225-227) run hard up apainst the lowest part of the north-south
wall between Room 7 and Room 4-5. hHoth this wall and the lowest of the three layers

rest directly on lawvelled bedrock.

Finally, there remains in Roowm 8 the northwest cormer of the epiginal lavge

southeastern room of Greek House § (sece abowve). Running up againast this wall was a

good floor strosis with late Sisth Ceatury B.C. pottery beneath it (Pot Lot 233).

Thus, although the foundation treach lower yet produced non-daseript pottery (FPot

Lot 234), this wall also cam be assigned to the Archale period.

Cne other feature of the Archaic period in the area of Greek liouse ought to be

I.'hﬂl';tif')l.&:b, even tThowgn it dppears to be earlier than the n-‘.ail,.‘._'.'.--l. LY oI 43 there

"

was discovered a layer of mud bricks (pp. 1303, 1313, 1345) praservad two 'courses
nigh in some places. These bricks do not extend quite as far : 12 east wall of
Room 4-5, but no other limits to south, west, or north have been recovered. There is

no foundation for them, but they rest rather on a firm strosis of the second half of

]

the Sixth Century B.C. (Pot Let 163; cf. 184). These bricks aye probavly not
J k ) ]

therefore, structural in their present positions; might thevy rerresent a stock-pilling

of bricks for the origlunzl construction of Greek licuse &2

i g
3. Classics

Although a Persian destruction and a subsequen 1fth Century reinhabltation of

Greek House 6 are Asonasle assumptions, the traces of such a history are slipht and

confined to Rooms and 9 (Pot Lots 232 and 2u47-280 yespectively). The reason for this

absence is at i s Ve ¥ly Tourth Century B.C. Greek House & undeywent a heavy
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remodelling. This remodelling is best seen in Room & where layer 11 (Pot Lot 206)
repraesents a floor laid over a heavy layer of f£ill which produced a large quantity
of of Archaic pottery with a few sherds of the late!Fifth or very early l'ourth

Century B.C. (Fot Lot 207).

It is to this period that several elemsnts are to be dated: the east, west
and norch walls of Roow ¢ (the latter wall preserved only in its foundations); the
waest wall of koom 7; and (by enalogy of style of construction) the south and east
walls of Roowm 1-2. Thesa walls are all constructed, above floor level, of vary neat
poiygonal masonry which has a surface treatment of vertical strokes made with a single

point.

In addition to these elesments, the sarlier street wall (Fot Lot 203) and the

northwest corner of Room 8-9 (Fot Lot 231) remained in use. Deorways, as always,

are 2 problem and only three can be securely identified: between rooms 1-2 and 4-5;

between Hooms 3 and 6, and south out of Koowm H. Somewhat later the doors in Room 6,
at lesst, had their tnresholds raised. The door to Room 3 was so0 altered in

late Yourth Century B.C. (Pot Lots 202-203), while that out to the south was piaised

in the first quarter of the third century (Pot Lot 1%8) at whicsh tine there was also

8 'step' block added on the inside (p. 1626).

3 late Fourth or aarly Third Century (Pot lo 18) a block was

set on end near the southwest corner of Reom 7 (p. 1373). This may well have been

early
he later,
1761; Pot

at th iddle of the i Centupry B.C.

o

These additions bring us to a period of abandonment, or at least decline, for
Greek House &, This decline 1s symbolized by the dumped deposit of amphorai and
reof tiles (Layer 8b, p,1329; Pot Lot 195) in Room 6 and even more by the three pyres
found in Rooms 6, 7 and 3. While the pyre in Reom 7 is slightly earlier (second

Ceantury; Daposit P6:4), the other two are of the third aquarter of

Century B.C. (Deposits P6:5, Koom 6; P5:68, Room 9). All of this indicates
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a lack of normal activity in Greek House & in the wid-Third Century B.C.

4. Late Hellenistic (fig.

The nexut period of concentrated activity begins in the third quarter of the
Second Century B.C. and is symbolized by a burst of comstruction in Greek House &
which took the form, for the most part, of rebuilding earlier walls. Thus the south
and west (closing the door) walls of Room § were reconstructed at a higher elevation
(Pot Lot 191) as were probably also tha east and north walls although later distur-
bances have destroyed the evidence. Also thus raised was the west wall of Foom 7

(Pot Lot 130, 217).

-

ihe only new feature of this period was the east-west wall dividing Rooms 8

and 9 which replaced the wore northerly and earlier wall (Pot Lots 229, 230, 237).

Repalrs to the south and east walls of Room 9 near the southeast corner (of. p.1686)

by means of rubble ard red conglomerate blocks may have occured now also, but the

post~Sulla phase i3 also possible.

Sulle to the Basilica (fig. )

a. Thera is throughout CGreek House & widespread evidence for Sullan damage in the
form of heavy layers of debris (Pot Lots 156, 188-170, 188-189, 214-215, 237-238; cf:
espacially coins 449-453)., It seems that this damage was not fully repaired for some
time. It is not until the second half of the First Century B.C. (and probably late
in that half century) that thereis evidence for remodelling. The wall between Rooms
1-2 and 3 was moved further north and a doorway put between the two rooms (Pot Lot
143). The same situation holds for the wall betwsen Rooms 4-5 and 6 (Pot Lot 187)

while a new north wall was added to Room 7 (Pot iot 215).

Filled with debris frowm bulla (Pot Lot 237), the basin in the center of Room 9
gertainly went out of use at this time and was probably replaced by one in the
southeast corner of Reom 9. This basin (p. 1711) is not well preserved, but it

may well have Leem drained by a terracotta channel about Z meters west of its southeast
corner. This channel passes out through the street wali of Greek House 6 and into

the Street Drain (see above I1I.A).

Froserved in isolation from any stratigraphy, two pieces of tile chip paving,

one in the center of Hoom 9, one in the southwest corner of Noom i0, must both date
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1321-3). These layers cbviously are the result of work on the Basilica itself,

while the levelling of the walls can be understocd as a part of preparations for

the construction of the LHasili Another part of the preparations are several
pits which were dug and filled with debris of plaster, burn: d alls, etc.
age pits must be the 1 11ts of pre-DBas] a clean-up operation: and they oceur
153}, Room 6

nother

several rooms
treet,
iall of

1 north=-south

i

concrete bedding with a curious 1 he west side Even more
curious is the c¢ircele cutlined it 1 tile ifragments in the concret edding just
southeast of the center point of In pleces where this pavine has been
broken through, there ave discernible two earlier pavements ne ¢ 1] chips, the
lowest ol pebbles. The flooring of the aisle around this court is of clay A small
Ionic columm capital found in the destruction debris of the Wall Pi i om (A 4241)
and another fragment of a similar capita A 4281) found in the well at the southeast

the peristyle of the latest phase of the court: This

Cand v F 4= ps
Lentumw Jier
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princival facades with monumental entranceways. The

Bagilica of the Roman Forum at Corinth may be noted.
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might, then, be tempting to date the Pasilica as early : the reien of

Trajan, and the ceramic evidence for a later date is slioht. The styvle of construction

is, however, so unlike that of known Trajanic buildings (e.p. the Library of

FPantainos) 1@t a Hadvian deve 1s to be pretferred. A date of ca. 125 A.D., op
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this building are not known. It would appear that it was 2 house with a double

row of roous along tne north side | & court yard in the southeast corner. This

courtyard was provided with a pithos aloag its northern side and a well at
noertheast cormer. The gourtyard aunication with the two roowms alon

one of these, Room 11 ¥ad a4 stone ¢ ucture which may have

sdditeent Lenlury alter i N4g building nad seen destroved and
construction « appears to have
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