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Section KK, the area inside the modern fence around
the so-called Theselon, was clieared to bedrock in order
to determine the e tire history of that portion of Kolonos
Agoreaios., BExcavatlion revealed that the hill i1s naturally
steeper than 1ts modern contour, which is the produect of mch
levelling and filling.

The first humen remalins l11e in a cemetery that extended
over the eagt and west slopes. One edult grave contalned,
beside the unburned :leton, two veses of the period trensi-
tional between Submycenesn and Protogeometric, The later
burials vary in type. Three adult Protogeometr!c graves are
examples of cremation burlely two =24ult Ceometric graves of
Inhumetion, The most complete child's grave contained eight
Protogeometric miniature vases including a feeding bottle
with a spout, together with & bronze ring and bronze spirals
for the halirs Two other children were burled in amphores,
and three bables each in a circular hole in the ground., One
child and one adult were found stretched out unburmed -ithout

a single offering, That these graves are merely survivors

of a large rifled comatery is clear from the grave-cuttings in

bedrock and from the Protogeometriec and Geometric sherds found
near-by in deposits of later periods. The cemetery does not
seen to have extended in space rnuch north of the temple noy

in time beyond the very earliest Geometric phase,




Thence down to the early fifth century the hilll mst
have been uninhabited., Then, nlong the west slope, simple

houses or workshops were bu'lt The workshops dealt chisfly
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in metal: they dumped the waste from the working of bronze,

1ead and 1iron into convenient pltEs d holes, %ven a few

of the casting plts and smelting furnaces have survived.

A

It seems natural to ifdentify the temple that dominated this
commnity es the temple of Hephaistos, NoO ineeribed Gedi~
cation appeared nor any positive evidence for an earlier
sanetuary., VWhen the west slope of the hi11l became much fre=-
quented, at some time between 4£0-470, the ragged surface
of bedrock was dressed off and the holes filled, In one rit
the f1lling material included a number of burned vases that
certainly look like a ﬁg{ggyggﬁggg. This dump provided exe
tromely fine fragments from red filgured and black figured
vuses of the early fifth century, together with ostraka of
Themistokles, Aristeides, Hippokrates, legnkles, Kydrokles,
and Kallixenos. The high percentage of vases painted by
magters suggests that we have to do with a dump of votive
objects from a sanctuarys

The temple itself ylelded but 1ittle to lovestigation.
The foundations were completely exposed and were found to
vary in courses of substructure from six to none below the
euthynteria, asecording to the contour of the hill, Their
entire frnoe had been long exposed and suffered the loss of
oeecasional bloeks, probably from early Byzantine times t1ll
the latter part of the last century, when they were restored

or patehed. Not a single clod of the original earth thrown




in against the foundations from bedrock %o euthynteria
has survived. Dumps of working chips of poroa and marble,
however, from the time of the bullding of the tomple esw=
caped intect in deep holes. Careful sbudy of the pottery
found with thils waste should be of assistance in dating
the constructlion of the temple., UYori: must have been begun
arout the middle of the fifth centfpyy, but the bvilding
terrace wall around the temple which involved level-

1ing off the hilltop and f!'lling iIn clsterns and workshops
{n the vieinlty must have dragged on well down Into the
fifth. century B, C. In two of these disused clsterns
bronze sh’'elds were thrown;j @ bears & boasting 1nscripe-
tion thet 't was talren by the Athenians from the Lacedaemonians.

Tn Hellenistic times wrivete houses sprang up outelde
the terrace wall and some t'me after tue middle of the
gecond century B.C. the hill wes included in the general
gscheme of enlarging the Agora region, A closed bullding,
messuring inside 14m, x 42m, with two 1nterior rows of
plere or colums and the unusuel feature of buttresses
ageinst its wells, wes set into the north side of the hill
apainst the terrace wall, The orientation of the bullding
gshows n striking divergence from that of the Theselon and
the butldings nlong the west elde of the Agora dut approxi-
moates that of the anclent road in section ¥M. Its parpose
has not yet heen determined,

spmewhat later the hilltop was levelled farther eand

f£111ed higher for a morument, wery possibly an exedra,

thet 18 shown to the southwest of the temple on the Ankike

Denkmaler plan. In addition, on the south side of the




temple itself, within the precinect wall, a garden was laid
out. Some fifteen shrubs in two rows neatly orlented with
the columns, formed an alley of convenient width for two
people to walk abreast. Pots, shaped 1ike modern flowere
pots with holes in the bottom, were set well below ancient
ground-level where, split by the heavy roots of the plants,
many of them have survived to this day. On either side of
the alley and at the east end, are traces of slighter plant-
ing., The contours of the hill top on the other sides of
the temple would have obviated the need of cutting holes in
bedrock, and this prevents our knowing whether the garden
extended a1l around 1t, This landscaping scheme involved
also & monumental stalrway leading up from the Agora be-
tween the Apollo temple and the Metroon directly to the
Hepha!stelon. Two Early Roman villas naturally show us
that the reglon soon became a popular residential dtstrict.
They lay along the northwest slope, elaborate in thelr
decoration with ¢plored marble revetments, stucco cornlces,
and painted walls and ceilings, one room warmed by a
hypocaust, another wateréd by a clstern.

After three hundred years of 1life in these agreeable

surroundings, the inhabitants were driven out by the Herullan
1nvaders end everything except the temple was destroyed.

About the time of Justinian the temple turned Christian.

Late pot tery and a Slavonie buckle bear witness to some

gemall settlement clustered around the church In the darkest

ages, DBy the 10th-11th centuries the flourishing settlement




here included sizable houses and a monastic complex with
148 storage pitho! and handsome cistern, covered by a
barrel-vault, and a garden or orchard. The dead were
turied in vesulted graves, approached by steps from the
east, placed close against the church foundations. Traces
of fourteen Christian burials were found by usj others
had previously been dug in the peristyle and cella of the
temple. After 1204, when the hegoumnenos of the monastery
fled to establish St. John the Hunter on Hymettos, the

monastery seems to have fallen into disuse., Late Byzantine

/remains are scantye

A fragment of the Turkish fortification wall of 1778

| was cleared just to the west of the temple. We discovered
that the whole area, bare almost to bedrock in Turkish

times, had been filled in at about 1890 by the Greek authorie

ties,




